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Czech Government voted on the large research 
infrastructures’ public funding in 2023–2026 
Through its decision endorsed on 14th December 2022, the Czech Government set out the multiannual 
financial framework of large research infrastructures in 2023–2026. A total of 44 projects implemented 
by Czech universities, public research institutes and private research organisations will be funded with 
more than EUR 80 million in 2023. Following the adoption of the Government’s resolution, the Ministry 
of Education, Youth and Sports will also launch the complementary investment calls in the Operational  
Programme Johannes Amos Comenius and prepare the 2023 update to the Roadmap of Large Research 
Infrastructures of the Czech Republic. READ FULL TEXT

Prague hosted this year’s edition of the European Open 
Science Cloud Symposium 
From 14th to 17th November 2022, stakeholders of the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) held their 
annual EOSC Symposium. This tripartite conference, organised in Prague under the auspices of the 
Czech Presidency of the Council of the EU and attended by more than 400 participants, brought together 
the European Commission, EU Member States, and research communities to address future plans for the 
EOSC implementation. The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports used the opportunity to present the 
initiative to design, develop, build ad federate the Czech national data infrastructure. 

READ FULL TEXT

ESFRI debated the EU Council Conclusions 
on Research Infrastructures 
The European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI) held its 82nd meeting on 12th–13th 

December 2022 to debate, in particular, the Council Conclusions on Research Infrastructures that had 
been approved during the Czech Presidency of the Council of the EU. The Council Conclusions outline 
political orientations for further advancement of the European research infrastructure ecosystem, as a 
part of the European innovation ecosystem and critical infrastructure, contributing to strengthening the 
EU’s competitiveness, resilience, post-pandemic recovery, as well as the green transition and the digital 
transformation of the European economy.   READ FULL TEXT

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports continues to fund 
the ESA’s space R&D programmes  
On the occasion of the European Space Agency’s Council Meeting CM22, held at the Ministerial level on 
22nd–23rd November 2022 in Paris, the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports committed to its contribu-
tion to the ESA’s R&D programmes at the level of up to CZK 360 mil. per year. In addition, the Ministry of 
Transport, which is in charge of coordinating the Czech collaboration with ESA, confirmed its contribution 
to the ESA’s industrial programmes reaching a total of approx. CZK 1.2 billion per year. The purpose of ESA 
is to ensure European cooperation in the fields of space research and technology for exclusively peaceful 
purposes with the aim of development of functional space application systems.   READ FULL TEXT
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Large research infrastructures are top-class facilities providing the research and innovation community with unique knowledge and expertise, exceptional experimental devices 
and technical resources, and extensive collections of data sets and related ICT services, which are essential to perform breakthrough fundamental research, extending the 
frontiers of human knowledge beyond yet known horizons, as well as cutting-edge applied research, advancing the technology development and feeding into deep-tech, 
disruptive and incremental science-based innovations. For more information, visit the websites of large research infrastructures at https://research-infrastructures.cz/en.

“On 14th December 2022, the Government of the Czech Republic adopted a resolution on public funding of large re-
search infrastructures in 2023–2026. The Government’s decision followed the proposal of the Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sports based on the outcomes of a regular international peer-review of large research infrastructures held 
in 2021. The budget allocation exceeding EUR 80 million in 2023 is aimed to support the large research infrastructures’ 
operation costs. An additional envelope of nearly EUR 160 million, to be raised from the EU Cohesion Policy Funds 
through the Operational Programme Johannes Amos Comenius, is meant to finance the investment costs of large 
research infrastructures in 2023–2026, with the respective calls to be launched early next year. On the top of that, the 
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports will also continue securing the membership of Czechia in international R&D 
organisations, such as CERN, ESA or EMBL, as well as the Czech engagement in European Research Infrastructure Con-
sortia, including the Extreme Light Infrastructure ERIC (ELI ERIC). In this way, access of Czech user communities to the 
top-class national and leading international research infrastructures will be facilitated.”  

Dr Jan HRUŠÁK 
Special Envoy for Research Infrastructures  

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of the Czech Republic 
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1. RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES POLICY-MAKING AND PUBLIC FUNDING


● NATIONAL LAW-BASED RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES


• Initiative to finance research infrastructures set up under a country‘s national law,                                           
mostly research infrastructures based in Czechia, but also facilities located abroad


• Operation and investment costs, membership fees for international cooperation


• In-kind deliveries (technologies, maintenance, services) to international facilities


● EU AND INTERNATIONAL LAW-BASED RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES


• Initiative to finance research infrastructures established under the EU and international law
as European Research Infrastructure Consortia (ERIC) and international R&D organisations


• Payments of mandatory membership fees


• Contributions to optional programmes and projects


● NATIONAL CENTRE FOR ELECTRONIC INFORMATION RESOURCES IN R&D


• Initiative to finance the Czech national licence centre to purchase and provide access 
to electronic information resources in R&D, such as electronic journals and books, and 
specialised R&D databases


● NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR SCIENTIFIC DATA


• Initiative to finance the development of the Czech national data infrastructure,                   
implement the concept and federate it within the European Open Science Cloud
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2. STAKEHOLDERS ENGAGEMENT AND COORDINATION MECHANISM


● COORDINATION COMMITTEE FOR THE EOSC IMPLEMENTATION IN CZECHIA


• Since 2021, a high-level coordination platform driven by the Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Sports, as the public authority responsible for R&D 
policy-making and public funding, including research infrastructures


• Composed of leading Czech R&D stakeholders


• Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (lead policy-maker and funder)


• e-INFRA CZ (Czech national e-infrastructure)


• National Library of Technology (open science policy coordinator)


• Czech Rectors Conference (higher education institutions)


• Czech Academy of Sciences (public research sector)


• Czech Science Foundation, Technology Agency (grant agencies)


• Council for Research, Development and Innovation (advisory board)


● ARCHITECTURE OF THE EUROPEAN OPEN SCIENCE CLOUD IMPLEMENTATION


• High-level policy orientations on the EOSC implementation in Czechia


• A five-pager from mid-2021 setting out essential principles of EOSC-CZ


• Co-created by policy-makers, e-infrastructure operators and R&D actors


• Linking architecture design, implementation plan and funding instruments
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3. IMPLEMENTATION ARCHITECTURE AND SUPPORT STRUCTURE


● EOSC-CZ SECRETARIAT


• Operated by the e-INFRA CZ Czech national e-infrastructure consortium


• Composed of three e-infrastructure pillars, mutually complementing each other


• CESNET – NREN network, computational grids, data storage, ICT environment


• CERIT Scientific Cloud – cutting-edge experimental computing and data storage


• IT4Innovations – high performance computing, data analysis, artificial intelligence


● WORKING GROUPS


• Inclusive platforms with fluid membership open to any interested stakeholder


• Cross-cutting areas – horizontal data infrastructure challenges


• (1) Architecture, (2) Metadata, (3) Core services, (4) Education and training


• Thematic clusters – specific needs of individual R&D disciplinary domains


• (1) Physical sciences, (2) Material sciences and technology


• (3) Data management for artificial intelligence and machine learning


• (4) Environmental sciences, (5) Biological and medical sciences and food


• (6) Social sciences, (7) Arts and humanities


• (8) Sensitive data







5


4. CZECH NATIONAL DATA INFRASTRUCTURE ARCHITECTURE


● NATIONAL METADATA DIRECTORY


• Coordinated through the Working Group on Metadata


• Key component, guaranteeing findability and interoperability of data


• Centrally managed component directly interacting with all other components


● NATIONAL REPOSITORY PLATFORM


• Coordinated through the Working Groups on Architecture and Core Services


• Capacity building and providing basic/common data infrastructure services


• Defines standards and interfaces for the technical interoperability


● THEMATIC REPOSITORIES


• Coordinated through Thematic Working Groups


• Support of already existing and ongoing activities (research infrastructures)


• Definition of new science-disciplinary data needs and their facilitation


● EDUCATION AND TRAINING


• Coordinated through the Working Group on Education and Training


• Human resources development for the FAIR data management
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5. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND FUNDING SCENARIOS


● OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME JOHANNES AMOS COMENIUS


• EU Cohesion Policy Funds for the public research sector in 2021–2027


• Series of complementary calls for research and national data infrastructures


• Budget allocation for upgrades of research infrastructures ≈ EUR 240 million


• Budget allocation for the EOSC implementation ≈ EUR 120 million


● FIRST CALL – already launched in 2022


• Support structure of the EOSC-CZ Secretariat


• Development and capacity building of the National Metadata Directory


• Coordination and providing of education and training for the FAIR data management


● SECOND CALL – under preparation, to be launched in 2023


• Development and capacity building of the National Repository Platform 


● THIRD CALL – under preparation, to be launched in 2024


• Capacity building of the thematic clusters data repositories


● FOURTH CALL – under initial consideration with possible launch in 2025


• Activities directed at uptake and upskilling
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MR LUKÁŠ LEVÁK
DIRECTOR OF DEPARTMENT


FOR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT


OFFICE: +420 234 811 511
MOBILE: +420 777 721 349 


E-MAIL: LUKAS.LEVAK@MSMT.CZ


THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR ATTENTION!



https://www.google.cz/maps/place/Karmelitsk%C3%A1+529/5,+118+00+Praha+1-Mal%C3%A1+Strana/@50.0852785,14.401439,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x470b94e3028a6d63:0xc245e5c6bd645e50!8m2!3d50.0852785!4d14.4036277





